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Rethinking the Research Methodology of New Liberal Arts: An

Interpretation of W.I.B. Beveridge's The Art of Scientific Investigation

YIN Jian, ZHAO Jiaming

(School of Journalism and Communication, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou, China)

Abstract: Based on W.I.B. Beveridge's classic work, The Art of Scientific Investigation, and grounded in the
transformation requirements of the "New Liberal Arts" research methodology, this article proposes three core
dimensions: "Scientificity, Criticality, and Logos." It systematically reviews the mechanisms of knowledge
construction, the pathways of critical thinking, and the pursuit of the rational spirit in scientific research. The
study emphasizes that The Art of Scientific Investigation is not merely a handbook for research methods, but also
a cultivation of the scientific spirit and a reflection on life philosophy. Furthermore, it suggests that researchers in
the New Liberal Arts, against the backdrop of interdisciplinary and digital intelligence, should reconstruct the
structure of meaning between technical rationality and humanistic care, achieving an integration of methodology
and spiritual quality. This provides a critical and creative academic reference for the deepening of the New Liberal
Arts methodology.

Keywords: New Liberal Arts; Methodology; Beveridge; Thematic Analysis
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